
1                                                                                                                                                                                                               4 March 2022 

 

If she believes in herself…she will fly. 

04 March 2022 

Message from Mrs Jennings  
Dear Junior School Parents and Girls 
 

Grade 3 Dads and Daughters Camp 4-6 March 

We wish all the dads and daughters attending this camp this weekend a wonderful time of connection and fun, making many 

happy memories. The girls are very excited about their first camp experience.  

 

Lightning procedures 

The afternoon programme is being impacted more often by lightning storms as a result of the changes to the weather 
patterns and managing the number of children we have at school in the afternoon is challenging. Please read the Lightning 
Procedures applicable to the Junior School to familiarise yourselves with the procedures in place. During a lightning storm in 
the afternoon, parents will have direct access to the classrooms to collect their daughters to avoid parents, our security guard, 
Mr Sam Bokaba, and our aftercare staff standing outside during a storm. Thank you to parents for working with the school 
during these times to ensure the continued safety of staff, students and parents. 

 

Tracksuits on cold weather days  

We receive many requests via the Class Reps, particularly from the Foundation Phase parents when these is a slight change in 

the weather, for girls to come dressed to school in their tracksuits. This happened this past week and it was my observation 

that by 08:00 every girl was dressed in her shorts/skorts and her sport shirt. The girls do not experience the change in weather 

like we do as adults and due to the very active nature of their days they are soon very warm. In Term 1 and 3, no allowances 

will be made for the girls to wear tracksuits. They have set days to wear their summer uniform and their sports uniform and 

these are to be adhered to. A jersey with the school dress or tracksuit top with the sports uniform is all they need to wear to 

start the cooler mornings. In term 2, when we experience the impact of cold fronts, the school will inform parents ahead of a 

cold front spell if tracksuits can be worn instead of the winter uniform. On days the girls wear their sport uniform to school 

they are welcome to wear their tracksuits.  

 

Earrings   

A reminder of the school rule regarding earrings:  

 Learners who have pierced ears may wear a single pair of earrings, provided they are small, round (not bigger than 

3mm) gold or silver studs and worn at the base of the ear lobe.  

 Hoop- earrings of any size are not allowed.  

 No coloured stones or crosses are allowed. 

Many girls are arriving at school with decorative earrings and please can parents ensure that their daughters’ earrings meet 

the school guidelines. The earrings must be a pair of plain, round, small gold or silver studs. No sparkly stones, no earrings of 

different shapes and no hoop earrings.  

 

Parent Talk opportunities next week 

•  Tuesday, 8 March – Supporting your child as she enters and navigates puberty – presented by Claudia Abelheim from 

 Solid Ground. This talk is open to all parents, however, parents in Grade 4-7 are encouraged to attend as it will give you 

 insight into the content to be shared with your daughters in their upcoming womanhood talks scheduled towards the 

 end of March. 

https://downloads.d6communicator.com/downloads/resources/372_resource_62220df8959d2696981350.pdf?1646398969
https://downloads.d6communicator.com/downloads/resources/372_resource_62220df8959d2696981350.pdf?1646398969
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Message from Mrs Jennings continued 

•  Wednesday, 9 March – Protective behaviours for parents – presented by Hayley Walker from Protective Behaviours 

 Southern Africa. This talk is hosted by Eastern Suburbs Pre-primary School and will be an in-person meeting in our 

 Diocesan School Hall.       

     

Sport news 

•  Congratulations to all our swimmers for the strength, resilience and courage shown during the Inter-primary galas held 
 at Hillcrest this week. It was wonderful to see the camaraderie between the girls and their support of each other. Thank 
 you to Miss Strydom and the teachers and coaches who accompanied the girls this week.     

•  Season 2 starts on Monday, 7 March – Netball and Hockey (team tennis and squash continues) 

•      We wish our U12 and U13 netball players, participating in the Tshwane Netball Trials next week, everything of the best. 

 

Best wishes  

  Alison Jennings 

#SwimLikeAGirl  #WinLikeYou 

     

DSG Family Picnic  

We invite all our                       

Grade 4, 5 and 6 families 

to join us for a picnic on 

the field at the Rondavel.  

Friday, 25 March 

17:00  -  19:00 

Pack a basket and bring 

the family! 

 

Grade 7  Leadership   

The closing date for submitting 

the Grade 7 leadership booklets 

is on the 22 March 2022 @ 

14h00.  

Please note that the booklets 

must be completed and signed 

by the relevant teachers/coaches 

to qualify for interviews.  

The interviews will take place 

from the 28 March – 1 April 2022. 

Silver badges will be awarded on 

Wednesday 06 April. 

A-team  

B-team  

C-team  
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Transformation, Diversity, and Inclusion News  
(Ms Idah Makhafola Junior School Head of Transformation, Diversity, and Inclusion) 

 

The Grade 7 Transformation, Diversity, and Inclusion leaders speak… Humanity! 

Our whole school, Transformation, Diversity, and Inclusion (TDI) theme for 2022 is ‘Humanism’ and in more Junior School learner-

friendly terms, ‘The human in the room’. In my first message to the DSG community at our Parent Information morning, I shared the 

following:  

“… If we can all agree that we are human, above all else, then we can all agree that in order for a human to feel safe and for their best 

self to thrive in any space, there are some essentials that need to be met.  

Essentials like 

 The need for respectful, kind, and compassionate interactions  

 The need to be connected and included within a community  

 The need for interactions and an environment that builds their self-esteem 

 The need to be recognized and acknowledged for their efforts and achievements and  

 The desire to be so safe and accepted in their environment, that their potential, talents, and skills can be nurtured and used 

for the betterment of their community. This means also knowing that there will be times when they make some mistakes 

because they are human, but even those, will be treated as an opportunity for growth and reflection and not always harsh 

judgement or isolation.” 
 

With these essentials in mind, at our first Grade 7 TDI leaders meeting, I challenged our Grade 7 leaders to think about, and respond 

to a few questions. Never shying away from a challenge, our Grade 7’s had the following to say: 

How can we as a school show that we value the humans in the 

school?   

As a school I feel like the best way to show that we indeed value 

each and every person in our school as humans is by acceptance. 

Once we start to learn how to accept our differences, it helps us 

to remember that we are all humans and we all deserve to be 

treated the same way as others regardless of our differences, I 

feel like that’s how we as a school can start to value each other. 

Which will also bring us closer together as a community.   

What advice would you give to your peers, teachers, or parents about being a human? 

Peers: Be kind and accepting towards each other, yes, you don’t need to LIKE everyone, but 

you can LOVE everyone, and no, love is not buying someone chocolates and giving everyone 

hugs. Love is showing that you care for others, love is giving of your time for someone else. 

Love is kindness.  

Teachers: I would tell a teacher to be a bit more understanding when it comes to certain 

situations like for instance if I didn’t get my homework done on time, or if I forgot that I had 

homework for a specific class. Yes, as humans we are bound to get a bit angry when people 

don’t do as they were told, but we’re all humans, sometimes we need extra help with certain 

things and sometimes we do forget, it’s human nature.  

Parents: Same with teachers, I feel like parents should also understand that us as kids make 

mistakes and some more than others but getting upset with your children won’t fix the 
problem, and I also think children have to understand that adults make mistakes too and it’s 

not like just because they’ve entered adulthood, it means that they know it all or they’re 

perfect in any sort of way. Mistakes are what make us human. It’s also a part of humanity.                     

Tshedza Sadiki  

How can we as a school show that we value the 

humans in the school?   

We can acknowledge them by greeting them, 

complementing them, and being friendly.      

Layaana Akoo 

 

How would you describe “humanity” to a Grade 2 learner? 

Humanity is showing kindness and treating other 

people equally.  

Nqobile Mathibela 

How would you describe “humanity” to a Grade 2 learner? 

First we would need to ask the question 

what is “humanity”? There are many 

examples of humanity. But the things that 

they have in common are the quality of 

being kind, thoughtful, and sympathetic 

towards others. Second, we need to ask 

the question what is not showing humanity? There are lots of 

horrible things that people do and those people are sometimes 

inhuman. Inhumanity is the opposite of humanity. Being inhuman 

is not being kind, not being a thoughtful person and being mean 

to everyone.                                           

Tiwonge Msiska  
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Junior School Sport  

Netball  #ShootLikeAGirl  #WinLikeYou 

Two teams (U12 and U13) have been selected to participate in the Tshwane D4 Zone Trials to be held on 

Tuesday, 8 March, at Laerskool Bakenkop, from 14:00 - 16:30. Please refer to the School Communicator  for 

travel arrangements, programme and team lists.  

The team selected at the Zone trials will go though to the District trials that will be held on Friday, 11 March, 

at Hoërskool Eldoraigne.  

The Season 2 Netball calendar  has been shared on the School Communicator.  

Netball queries:  Mrs J Nicholson   jnicholson@stmarys.pta.school.za  

Basketball  #ShootLikeAGirl #WinLikeYou 

Basketball matches against Glenstantia Primary School will be hosted on Saturday, 5 March, at St Mary’s DSG. Please 

refer to the arrangements and team lists shared on the School Communicator.   

Tennis   #HitLikeAGirl #WinLikeYou 

Tennis League Matches for the remainder of Term 1: 

 
 
 

* Cornwall Hill College cancelled due to camp.  

 

 
Tennis queries: Coach Wikus Myburgh  -   tennis@stmarys.pta.school.za  

DATE: TEAM: OPPONENT: VENUE: 

07 March  
A-Team BYE BYE 

B-team  Cornwall Hill College * BYE 

14 March  
A-Team BYE BYE 

B-team  Pretoria-Oos Laerskool St Mary’s DSG  

Cooked Lunch - Menu 

7 - 11 March  

Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday Friday  

Scrambled Macaroni 

Greek salad 

Salad platter  

Fresh fruit 

Cocktail rolls 

Preserves 

Spring Rolls 

Potato salad 

Moroccon beetroot and carrot 

salad 

Salad platter 

Fresh fruit 

Cocktail rolls 

Preserves 

Veggie Mince  

Wraps with savoury mince 

Chunky cottage cheese  & avo  

3 bean salad 

Salad platter 

Fresh fruit 

Preserves 

Vegetarian Sausages 

Boerewors 

Mash  

Tomato pronto  

Beetroot salad  

Salad platter 

Fresh fruit 

Cocktail rolls 

Preserves 

Veg chunky strips  

Chicken strips  

Pita bread 

Pepperonata  

Salad platter 

Fresh fruit 

Preserves 

mailto:jnicholson@stmarys.pta.school.za
mailto:tennis@stmarys.pta.school.za
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Junior School Outreach   (Ms N Zwane  -  Head of Junior School Outreach)                                                              

Lent Drive:  

As we approach the season of Lent, I am excited to bring you the Lent Knitting Drive. As you 

are probably aware by now, the DSG community knits during Lent. Each girl, parent, aunt, 

uncle, grandparent or friend is asked to knit or crochet blankets – size does not matter; a knee 

blanket is as welcome as big blankets. With the Coronavirus pandemic being part of our new 

normal, we request that the blankets or squares (20cm x 20cm) be placed in a plastic bag.  The 

squares will be donated to Knit-a-square and the blankets to Help the Seniors. What do you do 

if you cannot knit? This year we are asking families who cannot knit or crochet to buy a blanket 

and donate it as part of the Lent drive. When you have completed your knitting/ crochet work, 

put it in a bag, write the date on the bag and send it to school.  As from Wednesday, 2 March, there will be big containers for 

the different houses on the veranda in front of Miss Mkhize’s classroom.  All blankets and squares must be in by 13 May 2022.   

Your House needs you to bring a blanket or squares or even both items. Points towards the House Trophy at the end of the 

year are up for grabs. The House which collects the most blankets and squares will receive 100 points!!!  Grab needles and 

wool and get going. What are you waiting for? Let’s do this for our community in need.  Join in the fun and show that you 

care.  

A Day without Shoes (A Day in her Shoes) 

Friday, 11 March:  Girls will be allowed to come to school barefoot for the day. Please donate a pair of gently 

used school shoes, takkies or any other type of shoes. School shoes will be donated to Tsarogaphoka Primary 

School in Soshanguve.  

Used School Uniform 

Used uniform in good condition can be donated to our second hand school shop.  

 

THRASS  

Dear Parents  

We are looking at collecting ‘real’ objects to represent each 

keyword on our THRASS chart. E.g. Bird - plastic bird, rabbit 

- soft toy, cat - soft toy or plastic toy,  etc.  

If you have anything that you are willing to donate to our 

Foundation Phase, please send it to school with your 

daughter. She can then give it to Mrs Molver.  

Please use the THRASS chart to see all the keywords.  

Thanking you in advance for your donations.  

Kind regards, The Foundation Phase Team  
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‘My Skottel Rules’ 

The Grade 7 girls, together with their parents enjoyed a festive evening of ‘My Skottel Rules’. The teams showed off 

their culinary skills in preparing a main dish as well as a dessert in a given time. Thank you to DINNERBOX for their 

extremely generous donation of all the ingredients.  

Twos day (22-2-22) 
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Junior School Channels of 

Communication 

Pastoral Matters 

Class (Gr 0-5) or Form (Gr 6&7) Teacher 
 

Academic Matters   

Intersen Phase (Grade 4-7)  

Deputy of Academics:  Mrs L Whitelaw                        

lwhitelaw@stmarys.pta.school.za 

 

Foundation Phase (Grade 0-3)  

Head of Foundation Phase: Mrs T Molver                                             

tmolver@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

Reception  

Mrs C Mndau  - 012 366 0501 

cmndau@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

Sport 

Coach N Mothiba 

nkmothiba@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

Aftercare 

Mrs D Masimula 

dmasimula@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

PA to Junior School Principal  

Mrs R Roelofse - 012 366 0543  

rroelofse@stmarys.pta.school.za 

 

Boarding 

Director of Boarding:  Mrs P Dlungwana 

pmbandlwa@stmarys.pta.school.za  
 

Operational Matters—Boarding Office  

Ms Lorraine Ndwambi  

lndwambi@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

Covid Queries 

Mrs J van der Merwe                                         

jvandermerwe@stmarys.pta.school.za 

Sr M Madihlaba  

mmadihlaba@stmarys.pta.school.za  

 

 

Junior School Calendar 

Fri, 4 March  

11:00 - 17:00   Inter-Primary B  Gala at Hillcrest 

12:00                Grade  3s leaving for Dads’ and Daughters’ Camp 

19:00 - 20:30 Senior School Musical at the Atterbury Theatre 

Sat, 5 March 
Gr 3 Dads’ and Daughters’ Camp 

08:00 - 10:30 U10 - U13 Basketball matches at DSG  

Sun, 6 March Gr 3 Dads’ and Daughters’ Camp - return home 

Mon, 7 March 

                           Value of the Week:  Integrity  

U7 - U9             Hockey and Netball start 

07:30 - 08:00 Gr 0 first Chapel Service - Lighting of the Candle  

                            ceremony 

Tues, 8 March 

                            U10 - U13  Hockey and Netball start  

08:00 - 13:00 Top 10 Gr 7  Academic Scholarship Interviews for  

                            2023 

14:00 - 16:30  U12 & U13 Netball Tshwane Zone  Trials at   

                            Laerskool Bakenkop  

Wed, 9 March 

07:30 - 08:00 St David Assembly and picnic (St David girls to wear  

                           their House t-shirt and PE shorts 

 

Thurs, 10 March 08:00 - 13:00 Gr 7 Music, Sport & Drama scholarship interviews 

Fri, 11 March 

                            A Day without Shoes (A Day in her Shoes) 

                            Grade 0 Purple Day 

                            Squash: Northerns Junior Open Gr 4-9 

08:00 - 14:00  Vaccination Day for parents & girls (12 and older)   

12:00                Grade  2s leaving for Dads’ and Daughters’ Camp 

13:00                 Gr 7  2022 War Cry performed by the Junior School 

14:00 - 16:30  U12 & U13 Netball Tshwane district trials at  

                            Hoërskool Eldoraigne 

 

Sat, 12 March 
Gr 2 Dads’ and Daughters’ Camp 

Squash: Northerns Junior Open GR 4-9 

Sun, 13 March Gr 2 Dads’ and Daughters’ Camp - return home 

ST MARY’S DSG 2022 CALENDAR   

TERM 1 (63 days) 

Close: Wednesday 13 April 

TERM 2 (61 days) 

Start:  Wednesday 4 May   Close:  Friday 5 August 

Close:  Friday 24 June (normal time)  Return: Monday 4 July  

Public Holidays:  Thursday 16 June (Youth Day) ;  Friday 17 June  

mailto:alotter@stmarys.pta.school.za
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